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Welcome to the Niassa Carnivore News, the 

Newsletter of the Niassa Carnivore Project (NCP). 

The project was initiated in Niassa National Reserve 

in 2007 as the second phase of the Niassa Wild 

Dog project (2004-2006) and the Niassa Lion Pro-

ject (2004-2006). This newsletter therefore replaces 

the Niassa Lion News of previous years and includes 

information on lion, leopard, spotted hyaena and 

leopard from Niassa National Reserve  In this edi-

tion we bring you some mid dry season news of our 

research and conservation activities. 

The goal of the Niassa Carnivore Project is to secure 

Niassaõs large carnivore populations and ensure 

their status and threats are systematically and  sus-

tainably monitored by NNR staff.  

The project is lead by independent researchers, Col-

leen and Keith Begg in close collaboration with  

SGDRN (the Management Authority of the Reserve) 

with assistance from Niassa communities and tourism 

operators (sport hunting and ecotourism) . In Niassa 

there is a unique window of opportunity to secure 

these populations and mitigate threats and conflicts 

before a crisis develops and support for conservation 

activities is eroded. 

Threat Ranking 

Inadvertent  Snaring ð Poisoning 1 = High (poor information) 

Disease-rabies, canine distemper 2 = Medium 

Sport hunting of underage individuals 2 = Medium (lion, leopard) 

Direct persecution ð retaliatory killing 2 = Medium in villages with livestock and conflict 

Targeted snaring  for skin trade  2 = Medium (mainly leopard) 

Road casualties 3 = Low may increase  

Traditional medicine 3 = Low 

Ranked threats to Niassaõs large carnivores 

The NCP field team,: Maderu Saidi, Alberto Mussoma, 

Pedro Sandali,  and Euzebio  Waiti, in front of the new 

field research vehicle kindly sponsored by Panthera. Euze-

bio learned to drive this year and we hope will get his 

drivers license in 2009  
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Four lions and five  leopards have been radio collared with 

Vectronics GPS radio collars in the intensive study area this 

dry season. These collars take a position reading four times a 

day and the information can be downloaded from 1-2 km 

away or from an aeroplane.  One lion collar has malfunc-

tioned but the data collected from the other collared animals 

has greatly increased our knowledge of lion and leopard 

movements and home ranges.  The aim of radio-collaring is to 

get a better understanding of lion and leopard movements 

around villages, between ecotourism and sport hunting areas 

and across the Lugenda River. For leopards in particular the 

information will also help us to work out density, age structure 

of the population and movement patterns to ensure sport hunt-

ing quotas are  ecologically sustainable.   

We have one more GPS lion collar which we hope to put on a 

pride of 5 lions seen at the Mbamba Village Clinic.  The biggest 

surprise has been the movements of an old male leopard,  Man-

tindano who has travelled more than 1000 sq. km in two months 

on both sides of the Lugenda River. There is still much to learn 

about leopard in Niassa. 

Agostinho Jorge, SRN employee and Mozam-

bican graduate collaring his first lion in July 

2008. 

 New GPS Collars fitted to Lion and Leopard 

The NC Project has four main components:  

1. Targeted, pragmatic research (density, movement 

patterns, visual aging cues,  age structure, threats). 

2. Mitigation of threats (human-carnivore conflict, un-

derage trophy hunting, snaring and disease). 

3. Development of sustainable, effective and systematic 

monitoring systems. 

4. Training and mentorship to build capacity and en-

sure carnivore conservation is sustainable and not re-

searcher driven. 

Milola,  an adult male lion (6-8 yrs) collared 

with a GPS collar in September 2008.  He  

and his brother are the first lions over the age 

of six years to be seen in the study area in the 

last 3  years. 

A male and female leopard have 

been radio collared right next to 

camp. Leopards are aged using 

teeth wear and various measure-

ments are taken   


